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Dear Chi, 
 
Thank you again for securing such a lively and important debate about Hadrian’s Wall in the 
West End of Newcastle in Westminster Hall on Tuesday 1 February.  
 
During the debate, you asked whether I could write to my counterpart in the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs about what more could be done to protect heritage assets 
in urban areas. As you set out in the debate, parts of Hadrian’s Wall rest in the heart of 
Newcastle’s city centre. 
 
You asked whether any such schemes such as DEFRA’s Countryside Stewardship Scheme, 
which contributes approximately £13 million towards the protection of our precious rural 
heritage, exist for urban areas, which could be used for the Wall in the city centre. I have since 
been informed that no such DEFRA schemes exist for protecting heritage assets in urban 
areas; instead the existing schemes give a focus to those assets found on rural and agricultural 
land in private ownership. 
 
However, heritage assets in urban areas are afforded sufficient support. Hadrian’s Wall lies at 
the core of the Government’s Borderlands Growth Deal which will bring in up to £452 million of 
new investment into the Borderlands area.  Subject to a full business case, £18 million will be 
allocated to works on Hadrian’s Wall and the wider Roman frontier as part of the Destination 
Borderlands theme, with a further £12 million from other partners. This funding will improve 
routes, infrastructure and visitor attractions along the length of the Wall in order to attract new 
audiences and greater visitor spend. 
 
Additionally, I understand the Hadrian's Wall Partnership Board have indicated that they intend 
to engage with the North of Tyne Combined Authority, to explore potential opportunities outside 
of the Borderlands Growth Deal, for similar investment in Newcastle and North Tyneside. 
 
Historic England offers funding for the repair and conservation of scheduled monuments that 
might be at risk; they have awarded c.£300,000 in funding for repairing the Wall at Great 
Chesters. Historic England focuses their grants on those sites which are most in need of repair 
and where, without their grant, would be at risk of deterioration. If you believe that there are 
parts of the Wall that need urgent repairs in the city centre, I would recommend that you 
contact your local office to discuss this. You can find out more information about the grant 
scheme at: https://historicengland.org.uk/services-skills/grants/our-grant-schemes/repair-
grants/. 
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The National Lottery Heritage Fund awarded a grant of £239,849 in January 2022 to the 
Hadrian's Wall 1900 Festival.  This funding aims to deliver activity throughout 2022 that will 
encourage local audiences and communities to engage with the heritage of Hadrian's Wall in 
new ways, connecting people to lesser known areas of the wall and World Heritage Site, and 
stimulate the local economy in the wake of the impact of Covid-19. I understand a number of 
projects are looking to do work in the West End of Newcastle. The Community Grants 
Programme identified as part of Hadrian's Wall 1900 Festival is supported as part of the grant 
provided from the National Lottery Heritage Fund. 
 
Furthermore the National Lottery Grants for Heritage are available and eligible organisations 
can apply through the normal processes for further grants towards the 1900 celebrations and 
engagement with the Wall more broadly. I would be happy to introduce you to colleagues in the 
National Lottery Heritage Fund North Team for further information to help your constituents find 
out more about funding opportunities. 
 
Alternatively, I would advise looking on the website Heritage Helps: 
http://heritagehelp.org.uk/conserving/funding-advice1. This site usefully sets out all of the 
different types of funding available and the sources of advice that can be utilised. This is a 
good starting point when researching sources of financial support. 
 
I would recommend you to approach any of the organisations mentioned above for further 
information and encourage heritage related projects to apply for grant funding through the 
above means.  
 
Thank you again for raising this issue with me, and I hope to see you at one of the Hadrian 
1900 celebrations this year. 
 

 

 

Nigel Huddleston MP 
Minister for Sport, Tourism, Heritage and Civil Society 
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